Medical mistakes often unreported

About 3,500 patients die — and no one has to know
By Sarah A. Webster / The Detroit News

Twenty states require hospitals to report serious mistakes, but Michigan isn’'t
among them.

As a result, it's impossible to say exactly how
many people are maimed or killed by hospital
foul-ups. But based on a recent report by the
Institute of Medicine, which estimates 36 error-
related hospital deaths per 100,000 people, 3,534
Michiganians died last year due to medical
mistakes.

Patients reported 2,027 complaints about
health care organizations to the state, but Tom
Lindsay, director of the Michigan Bureau of
Health Services, said those likely represent just a
fraction of the mistakes.
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