
Risk from Disease vs. risk from Vaccines 

DISEASE VACCINES 

MEASLES:                         
Pneumonia: 1 in 20 
Encephalitis: 1 in 2,000 
Death: 1 in 3,000 in 
insustrialized countries.  
As much as 1 in 5 in  
outbreaks developing 
countries.  

MMR: 
Encephalitis or severe 
allergic reaction:  
1 in 1,000,000 

  

  

MUMPS: 
Encephalitis: 1 in 300 

RUBELA: 
Congenital Rubella 
Syndrome: 1 in 4  
(if woman becomes infected 
early in pregnancy) 

   

DIPHTHERIA: 
Death: 1 in 20 

DTP: 
Continuous crying, then full 
recovery:  
1 in 100 

TETANUS: 
Death: 3 in 100 

Convulsions or shock, then 
full recovery: 
1 in 1,750 

PERTUSSIS: 
Pneumonia: 1 in 8 
Encephalitis: 1 in 20 
Death: 1 in 200 

Acute encephalopathy: 0-
10.5 in 1,000,000 
 
Death: None proven 

 


